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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — MINING FATALITY — 
CENTRAL NORSEMAN GOLD CORPORATION 

Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.02 pm]: It is with deep 
regret that I rise to report to the house a fatal accident that occurred at the processing plant at Central Norseman 
Gold Corporation’s mine on 26 July 2016 in which Mr Lindsay Bridges was killed. Central Norseman Gold 
Corporation’s site is located at Norseman, approximately 200 kilometres south of Kalgoorlie, and is Australia’s 
longest continuously running gold mining operation. The fatal accident occurred in a thickener tank during 
a shutdown. The thickener’s rake shaft, located at the centre of the tank, was no longer in use and was being 
removed. Mr Lindsay Bridges was working from the concrete floor of the tank and was fatally injured when the 
gantry bridge fell onto him. Two Department of Mines and Petroleum inspectors were at the mine at the time of 
the accident and secured the scene. An additional two DMP inspectors arrived on site the next day to commence 
a thorough investigation into the causes of the accident. A report is being prepared for the coroner. The initial 
investigation found that the gantry bridge had deteriorated substantially due to corrosion and was no longer 
self-supporting. The rake shaft, which was providing primary support to the bridge, failed while it was being cut. 
This is the second fatality at a Western Australian mine site in 2016. As Minister for Mines and Petroleum, 
safety remains my foremost priority for everyone in the minerals and petroleum industry. I extend my sincerest 
sympathy to the family, friends and work colleagues of Mr Bridges. Our thoughts are with them at this difficult 
time. 
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